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My Personal Experience at EKC’s & Munich’s Science Camp

8%/

2+ S| E (TU Munchen)

This year | was lucky enough to attend the EKC 2018 Summer Science Camp and the 2018
Science Camp in Munich as a tutor. Both events were pretty similar, but also different in many
ways, likewise my experience attending them.

First of all, to the events themselves, the EKC Summer Science Camp was in Scotland and went
over a span of three days whereas the Munich Science Camp was one day on a Saturday. Both
discussed appropriate technology topics through a custom raspberry pi server called “Rachel”
and how we can create and deploy such servers in less privileged countries to help them get the
knowledge and information they would otherwise miss out on. Additionally to Rachel, at EKC,
students were able to get an idea of Blockchain, one of the biggest topics of 2018 with the rise
(and gradual fall) of cryptocurrency, and also Arduino, a powerful microcontroller that can be used
in a wide variety of ways. In both the EKC and Munich camp the biggest event for everyone was
the building of the dome, evolutionized from the original chicken dome in 2017, and now serving a
wider purpose of being the multifunctional built it yourself structure which allows shelter and room
for building the aforementioned Rachel in.

My experience as a tutor at EKC was for the most part a very exciting one. Unlike parts of EKC
2017, | felt like this year every attendee was extremely motivated and genuinely enjoyed the
program of the science camp. This made my life as a tutor much easier, as helping attentive
students with the help of equally enthusiastic tutors lifted a lot of the burdens of being a tutor and
also made the atmosphere of the event delightful. From building the dome to teaching the
students the technological topics in addition to making sure to capture very moment of it on
camera (since | was designated to create the EKC 2018 video), all of this should be tiring, but it
was quite the opposite and honestly it was very fun to take part in. Even the extra tasks like
creating a spontaneous presentation for the ending ceremony were manageable. Of course, being
a 3-day event at the end of the third day | was pretty much in fatigue, but never felt too broken to
not stand back up A,

In Munich about 3 months later, the experience was similar but one could feel some differences.
Being after the EKC Science Camp, | was already familiar with the topics that were presented
during the German variant of the camp, so | was able to mentally prepare for the event without
any stress. Munich is the first attempt at starting local science camps and thus came with its
complications. While most of the students were into the event in the beginning, some started to
sway into their own digital lives on their smartphones. Due to an underestimate of the German
students’ skill of building the dome there was a lot of break time giving the students an opportuni-
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ty to be pulled into their mobile games. Nevertheless, although it was a bit more challenging to
help out the students and bring them back into the reality of the camp, in the end all the students
created their own personal Rachel html site and | enjoyed watching them learn some unix
command line basics and bringing forwards ideas of what they wanted to show their African
peers.

From a tutor’s standpoint, | feel like EKC was the science camp where | was able to have a unique
experience and get to know a lot of new people, since people all over Europe and also Korea
attended the event whereas the majority of the Munich Science Camp were locals that |
personally knew, so was more like taking a day off to teach and hang out with them, which is also
not that bad at all!

All things considered, | think being a tutor at both events helped me learn a lot of things and also
just were really great experiences that | would definitely recommend to anyone that has the
chance to attend them. From the looks of it, Idream’s local Science Camps will continue with
Munich being the first of its kind and give more and more students a chance to learn about
appropriate technology and hopefully make a big impact for not only the African people we hope
to help, but also in the future of the European-Korean community.
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